Appalachian Trail, Highlands of Roan

Jane Bald, Highlands of Roan

Snowball Mtn Trail, off the Blue Ridge Parkway
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Mission...
The mission of the
Southern Appalachian
Highlands
Conservancy is to
conserve the unique
plant and animal
habitat, clean water,
farmland, scenic
beauty, and places
for all people to enjoy
outdoor recreation
in the mountains of
North Carolina and
Tennessee, enduring
for future generations.
We achieve this
through
long-term conservation
relationships with
private landowners
and public agencies
and owning and
managing land.
We are committed
to creating and
supporting equitable,
healthy and thriving
communities for
everyone in our region.

Conserving Mountains • Farms • Streams • Habitat

Acreage Protected by Project Type

Southern Appalachian Highlands Conservancy (SAHC) is a non-profit land
trust conserving land and water resources across ten counties in Western
North Carolina and East Tennessee. You may have visited some of the places
we’ve helped protect – the Highlands of Roan, the Appalachian Trail, Rocky
Fork State Park in TN, Mt. Mitchell State Park in NC, national forests, local
family farms, and areas bordering the Great Smoky Mountains National Park.
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SAHC uses a variety of tools to strategically protect land and water resources.
Each project is unique, and we work with voluntary landowners to tailor the process
for individual needs and conservation goals. As an accredited land trust, we uphold the
highest professional standards when negotiating and completing transactions.
What is a Conservation
Easement?
A conservation easement is
a legal agreement between
a landowner and a land trust
or government agency that
permanently limits certain
uses of the land in order
to protect its conservation
values. The landowner will
continue to own and use the
land, sell it, or pass it to heirs.

What’s the difference a
fee simple property
acquisition and assist?
Fee simple lands are those
that SAHC has directly
acquired, and assists are
conservation projects in
which SAHC worked with
other partners who actually
hold title to the land.

What Can I Do?
Become a member, go on a
hike, make a donation, join
us for an event, or volunteer!
Visit us at Appalachian.org
to find out more on how
you can help protect
land that you think is
culturally, economically and
environmentally important.

SAHC Timeline
Incorporated as the
Southern Appalachian
Highlands Conservancy

1991

Initiated Farmland
Program to protect
agricultural land

2010

Where we began...
Our history dates to the early 1950’s, when the
Appalachian Trail Conference decided to reroute
26 miles of road-walking in Tennessee with 72 miles
of new trails across the mountains. This ambitious
trail relocation was championed by SAHC’s founding
members, who also created a visionary plan to
protect the many-textured treasures of the Roan
Highlands and the Southern Appalachians.
To fulfill that vision, they formed the Southern
Appalachian Highlands Conservancy in 1974.
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Developed
SAHC Community Farm
education, restoration,
and farmland
access programs

1974
Expanded regional
focus, to include
areas outside the
Highlands of Roan

Steward

Connect

SAHC permanently protects forest and farm lands in the
Southern Appalachians.
We responsibly steward and manage conservation lands forever.
And we organize outings and volunteer opportunities to
connect people with amazing places that have been protected.

We invite you to join us!

2005
Accredited by
national Land
Trust Accreditation
Commission

Hampton Creek Cove State Natural Area in TN

2012

Conservation supports healthy local communities

Today
80,000+ acres

protected, and growing!

SAHC’s Community Farm in Alexander, NC

The health and happiness of future generations depends on investing today
in protecting the places that nurture us. Your support helps protect:

• Water quality in streams and rivers
• Habitat for wildlife and rare plants
• Places for people to enjoy outdoor recreation
• Farmland for local food production
• Scenic viewsheds of the Southern Appalachians

Visit us online at

Appalachian.org

What does “Protect – Steward – Connect” mean?
Land and Water Conservation

Highlands of Roan:

Our mountains are
under intense pressure.
They include some of the most
important habitat for rare plants
and animals, pristine drinking
water sources, and unique scenic
treasures in the Southeast.
The places we choose to
protect (or lose) in the
Southern Appalachians over the
next few years will determine
the character of our landscape
forever.
We rigorously and scientifically
select the highest priority lands
for conservation, safeguarding
the right places
in the right ways in order
to maximize our
conservation impact.

Stewardship

Farmland Preservation

Local farms for local food.

Established in 2005, our Farmland Program,
preserves vital agricultural resources in the region,
protecting rare prime soils and working lands.
SAHC assists farmers in preserving their farmland so
they may continue to produce locally and sustainably
grown food. This work enlarges the network of
protected farms supplying our communities with
healthy, locally produced food. Our Farmer Incubator
Program and Farmer Education Workshops provide
beginning farmers with access to affordable farmland
and instructional resources.

We ensure
responsible,
long-term
stewardship of
lands we secure.
SAHC pursues
excellence in the
management and
defense of our
conservation easements. We complete a baseline survey prior to
accepting an easement and monitor each property annually.
Our efforts have more impact when we partner with others
engaged in similar work.
We organize volunteer work days for habitat restoration and
land management, often in collaboration with other land trusts,
conservation groups, schools, and public agencies.

Cold Mountain, NC

Where we work: SAHC’s Conservation Focus Areas
The well-known grassy balds, rhododendron
gardens, and rich spruce fir forests of the Roan
Massif contain globally significant ecosystems.
Soaring to more than 5,000 feet, the Highlands
of Roan provide habitat for imperiled species as
well as treasured places for outdoor recreation.
SAHC leads partnership efforts to manage and
restore critical habitat areas. We and our partners
have systematically stitched together a protected
landscape across much of the Roan; however,
roughly 1/3 still needs protection. We continue to
raise funds to secure high-priority sites near public
lands and trails, and in the Yellow Mountain State
Natural Area.
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Appalachian Trail Countryside:

Our conservation work helps preserve the
wilderness experience for hikers along the
internationally recognized Appalachian Trail (AT).
The opportunity to hike along the AT attracts
millions of visitors each year and brings tourism
dollars to local Appalachian communities. We have
helped protect special places near the AT, including the
10,000-acre Rocky Fork watershed (TN’s gateway to the
Southern Appalachians) and Lost
Cove on the Nolichucky River.

Smoky Mountains:

Hikes and Education

We connect people with nature.

One of the best ways to enjoy and understand the
unique landscape of the Southern Appalachians is
to get out in it. Throughout the year, SAHC offers a
variety of guided hikes, workshops, and educational
outings on protected lands. We also work with
schools, summer camps, and afterschool groups to
provide youth environmental education programs.

We protect land adjacent to the
Great Smoky Mountains National
Park, a World Heritage Site that
draws over 12 million visitors
annually. We work to expand
the non-fragmented network of
conservation land and create
corridors for wildlife movement.
Some of our highlights in this focus area include Hemphill
Bald at Cataloochee Ranch and Blackrock Mountain, a
prominent peak near the Blue Ridge Parkway.

Balsam Mountains:
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This area features the Balsam and Plott Balsam Mountains,
with pristine headwaters, high-biodiversity streams,
mature forests, and high-altitude ridges. Approximately
42 miles of the Blue Ridge Parkway pass through the
area. Our conservation work here includes projects
on Cold Mountain in the Shining Rock Wilderness,
headwaters of the Tuckaseegee River, and the
Waynesville watershed.

French
Broad
River
Valley

ge

ue

Bl

d
Ri

y
wa

P

k
ar

Black
Mountains

y
wa

e

idg

R
lue

rk
Pa

B

Balsam
Mountains

Black Mountains:

SAHC-protected tracts of land have been included in
Mt. Mitchell State Park, and we hold conservation
easements protecting almost 10,000
acres west of the park. From the
observation tower atop Mt. Mitchell,
the highest peak east of the
Mississippi River, you can see SAHCconserved land in all directions. We
protect sites along the Blue Ridge
Parkway, headwaters of the South
Toe & Catawba Rivers, thousands of
acres in the Montreat Wilderness,
farms in the Fairview community,
Weaverville and Woodfin watersheds, and land adjoining
the Asheville watershed.

French Broad River Valley:

The French Broad River (the world’s third oldest river) is
central to the region’s economy, tourism, agriculture, and
way of life. This focus area includes a significant portion of
the French Broad River Basin, as well as surrounding high
grassy meadows, forested coves, and bottomland farms.
Here we have worked to protect productive farmland,
Sandy Mush Bald, the Sandy Mush Game Lands, and
the Rough Creek Watershed, an 873-acre botanical
wonderland with public hiking & biking trails.

What does “Protect – Steward – Connect” mean?
Land and Water Conservation

Highlands of Roan:

Our mountains are
under intense pressure.
They include some of the most
important habitat for rare plants
and animals, pristine drinking
water sources, and unique scenic
treasures in the Southeast.
The places we choose to
protect (or lose) in the
Southern Appalachians over the
next few years will determine
the character of our landscape
forever.
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select the highest priority lands
for conservation, safeguarding
the right places
in the right ways in order
to maximize our
conservation impact.
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Farmland Preservation

Local farms for local food.

Established in 2005, our Farmland Program,
preserves vital agricultural resources in the region,
protecting rare prime soils and working lands.
SAHC assists farmers in preserving their farmland so
they may continue to produce locally and sustainably
grown food. This work enlarges the network of
protected farms supplying our communities with
healthy, locally produced food. Our Farmer Incubator
Program and Farmer Education Workshops provide
beginning farmers with access to affordable farmland
and instructional resources.
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management and
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Cold Mountain, NC

Where we work: SAHC’s Conservation Focus Areas
The well-known grassy balds, rhododendron
gardens, and rich spruce fir forests of the Roan
Massif contain globally significant ecosystems.
Soaring to more than 5,000 feet, the Highlands
of Roan provide habitat for imperiled species as
well as treasured places for outdoor recreation.
SAHC leads partnership efforts to manage and
restore critical habitat areas. We and our partners
have systematically stitched together a protected
landscape across much of the Roan; however,
roughly 1/3 still needs protection. We continue to
raise funds to secure high-priority sites near public
lands and trails, and in the Yellow Mountain State
Natural Area.
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Appalachian Trail Countryside:

Our conservation work helps preserve the
wilderness experience for hikers along the
internationally recognized Appalachian Trail (AT).
The opportunity to hike along the AT attracts
millions of visitors each year and brings tourism
dollars to local Appalachian communities. We have
helped protect special places near the AT, including the
10,000-acre Rocky Fork watershed (TN’s gateway to the
Southern Appalachians) and Lost
Cove on the Nolichucky River.

Smoky Mountains:

Hikes and Education

We connect people with nature.

One of the best ways to enjoy and understand the
unique landscape of the Southern Appalachians is
to get out in it. Throughout the year, SAHC offers a
variety of guided hikes, workshops, and educational
outings on protected lands. We also work with
schools, summer camps, and afterschool groups to
provide youth environmental education programs.

We protect land adjacent to the
Great Smoky Mountains National
Park, a World Heritage Site that
draws over 12 million visitors
annually. We work to expand
the non-fragmented network of
conservation land and create
corridors for wildlife movement.
Some of our highlights in this focus area include Hemphill
Bald at Cataloochee Ranch and Blackrock Mountain, a
prominent peak near the Blue Ridge Parkway.
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This area features the Balsam and Plott Balsam Mountains,
with pristine headwaters, high-biodiversity streams,
mature forests, and high-altitude ridges. Approximately
42 miles of the Blue Ridge Parkway pass through the
area. Our conservation work here includes projects
on Cold Mountain in the Shining Rock Wilderness,
headwaters of the Tuckaseegee River, and the
Waynesville watershed.
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Black Mountains:

SAHC-protected tracts of land have been included in
Mt. Mitchell State Park, and we hold conservation
easements protecting almost 10,000
acres west of the park. From the
observation tower atop Mt. Mitchell,
the highest peak east of the
Mississippi River, you can see SAHCconserved land in all directions. We
protect sites along the Blue Ridge
Parkway, headwaters of the South
Toe & Catawba Rivers, thousands of
acres in the Montreat Wilderness,
farms in the Fairview community,
Weaverville and Woodfin watersheds, and land adjoining
the Asheville watershed.

French Broad River Valley:

The French Broad River (the world’s third oldest river) is
central to the region’s economy, tourism, agriculture, and
way of life. This focus area includes a significant portion of
the French Broad River Basin, as well as surrounding high
grassy meadows, forested coves, and bottomland farms.
Here we have worked to protect productive farmland,
Sandy Mush Bald, the Sandy Mush Game Lands, and
the Rough Creek Watershed, an 873-acre botanical
wonderland with public hiking & biking trails.
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Each project is unique, and we work with voluntary landowners to tailor the process
for individual needs and conservation goals. As an accredited land trust, we uphold the
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26 miles of road-walking in Tennessee with 72 miles
of new trails across the mountains. This ambitious
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